
Doctrine & Covenants 109:22 

"Let us prepare every missionary to go 

to the temple worthily and to make that 

experience an even greater highlight 

than receiving the mission call" (in 

Conference Report, Oct. 1994, 118; or 

Ensign, Nov. 1994, 88). 

 

Doctrine & Covenants 109:36-37 

The Prophet Joseph Smith wrote: “A 

noise was heard like the sound of a 

rushing mighty wind, which filled the 

Temple, and all the congregation simultaneously arose, being moved upon by an 

invisible power; many began to speak in tongues and prophesy; others saw glorious 

visions; And I beheld the Temple was filled with angels, which fact I declared to the 

congregation. The people of the neighborhood came running together (hearing an 

unusual sound within, and seeing a bright light like a pillar of fire resting upon the 

Temple), and were astonished at what was taking place” (History of the Church, 2:428).  

 

 Elder George A. Smith rose to prophesy, when a noise was heard like the sound of 

a rushing wind. All the congregation arose, and many began to speak in tongues and 

prophesy. And then people of the neighborhood came running together (hearing an 

unusual sound within and seeing a bright light like a pillar of fire resting upon the 

Temple), and were astonished at what was taking place. This continued until the 

meeting closed, at 11 p.m. (History of the Church, Vol. II., p. 428)." (Commentary, pp. 

720–21.) 

 

David Whitmer 

bore testimony that he 

saw three angels 

passing up the south 

aisle."41 "The people 

of the neighborhood 

came running together 

(hearing an unusual 

sound within, and 

seeing a bright light 

like a pillar of fire 

resting upon the 

Temple)." Others saw 

angels hovering over 

the temple and heard 

heavenly singing. 

http://www.ldsces.org/inst_manuals/dc-ssg/images/dc-110-2.pdf


Doctrine & Covenants 111 
 

In July of 1836 Brother William Burgess arrived in Kirtland and 

told Joseph Smith that he knew where a large sum of money was 

hidden in the cellar of a house in Salem, Massachusetts. He claimed to 

be the only person living who knew of the treasure and the location of 

the house. Salem was a prosperous seaport with a world trade, so it 

was plausible that treasure would be located there. Hunting for buried 

treasure, especially that left by Spanish pirates, was still widespread 

among Americans in that area. 

Even with the help of Burgess, the brethren searched in vain for 

the house with the supposed treasure. Burgess soon departed, 

explaining that Salem had changed so much since he was last there 

that he could not find the house. The brethren persisted in looking, 

however. They eventually rented a dwelling matching Burgess's 

description, but they did not find any money. 

Five years later in Philadelphia, Hyrum 

Smith gave elders Erastus Snow and Benjamin 

Winchester a copy of the revelation and asked 

them to go to Salem to fulfill it. At first Elder 

Snow was reluctant because he was anxious to 

return home, but he prayed for guidance and 

received the assurance that he should go. 

Benjamin Winchester also went but only 

remained a short time. Although progress was 

slow at first, in 1842 Elder Snow organized a 

branch in Salem with 120 members. After spending over a year there 

he left in February 1843. Thus Erastus Snow fulfilled the promise that 

"many people" would be gathered out of the city. 

 

 

 

 



Doctrine & Covenants 112 & 114 

A Few Factors Resulting in the Apostasy in Kirtland 
 

 The Kirtland Safety Society Bank. The anti-Mormon newspapers 

branded the currency as 

worthless. Furthermore, 

the society's capital was 

primarily in the form of 

land; it did not possess 

much specie (hard 

currency, such as gold 

and silver) for satisfying any large demands for redemption of its 

paper currency. Enemies of the Church obtained enough notes to 

initiate a run on the bank, forcing the society to suspend payment in 

specie to its customers a few weeks after the first notes were issued.  

The “Panic of 1837 also compounded problems. 

 Greed of the Church Membership. The Kirtland paper, the 

Messenger and Advocate, reported that some unscrupulous brethren 

were taking advantage of newcomers to the community by 

describing unusual investment opportunities to them, taking their 

money, and then deserting them. 

 Critizism of Church Leadership 
 

Results 

"Between November 1837 and June 1838, possibly two or three 

hundred Kirtland Saints withdrew from the Church, representing from 

10 to 15 percent of the membership there." The "great apostasy" also 

carried over somewhat to Missouri. In a nine month period, the Three 

Witnesses, a member of the First Presidency (Frederick G. Williams), 

four members of the Twelve Apostles, and several members of the 

First Quorum of the Seventy left the Church. Because he continued to 

boldly defend the Prophet, Brigham Young was threatened and forced 

to flee on horseback to Missouri. Joseph escaped an assassination plot 

and fled with Sidney to Missouri.  

 



Why do some members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints apostatize? 

President Brigham Young said: "Men begin to apostatize by taking to 

themselves strength, by hearkening to the whisperings of the enemy 

who leads them astray little by little, until they gather to themselves 

that which they call the wisdom of man; then they begin to depart 

from God, and their minds become confused" (Discourses of Brigham 

Young, 84). 

Sin and Transgression: President Brigham Young taught: "No 

person ever apostatized, without actual transgression. Omission of 

duty leads to commission. We want to live so as to have the Spirit 

every day, every hour of the day, every minute of the day, and every 

Latter-day Saint is entitled to the Spirit of God, to the power of the 

Holy Ghost, to lead him in his individual duties" (Discourses of 

Brigham Young, 82). 

Faultfinding: The Prophet Joseph Smith taught: "I will give you 

one of the Keys of the mysteries of the Kingdom. It is an eternal 

principle, that has existed with God from all eternity: That man who 

rises up to condemn others, finding fault with the Church, saying that 

they are out of the way, while he himself is righteous, then know 

assuredly, that that man is in the high road to apostasy; and if he does 

not repent, will apostatize, as God lives" (Teachings of the Prophet 

Joseph Smith, 156–57). 
 

 


