
D&C 89:9 

What does the term “hot drinks” refer to? 

On a Sabbath day in July (1833) following the giving 

of the "Word of Wisdom," when both Joseph and 

Hyrum Smith were in the stand, the Prophet Joseph 

said to the Saints: "I understand that some of the 

people are excusing themselves in using tea and 

coffee, because the Lord only said 'hot drinks' in the 

revelation of the Word of Wisdom. Tea and coffee 

are what the Lord meant when he said 'hot drinks'” - 

Juvenile Instructor Office, 1881], p. 12. 
 

D&C 89 

Why aren’t drugs mentioned in the Word of 

Wisdom? 

“Some have even used as an alibi the fact that drugs 

are not mentioned in the Word of Wisdom. What a 

miserable excuse. There is likewise no mention of the 

hazards of diving into an empty swimming pool or of 

jumping from an overpass onto the freeway. But who 

doubts the deadly consequences of such? Common 

sense would dictate against such behavior.” -Gordon 

B. Hinckley, CR Oct. 1989 p.50 
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