


How to Give a Great Scriptural Thought 

FEAST 
 

Find a scripture that has meaning for you and invite the class 

to turn to that scripture.  Share the context of the verse(s). 

Explain: Read the verse(s) and then explain what it means to  

    the class.     

Apply:  Tell what principle or doctrine you learned and how it  

     applies to everyone.  

Share an experience that relates to the principle or doctrine  

    you learned. 

Testify of the truths you found in the verses. 





When You Study Your Scriptures 
Look For 4 Colors 

The literal meaning.  Be able to summarize WHAT 
you read or put it into your own words.   

Read between the lines.  Analyze.  Ask yourself 
questions about the verse like “WHY?” or “HOW?” 

Write in your margin what you learned or what you 

should GO and do.  Write down the lesson, 

principle, or moral. 

Highlight verses you want to be able to find later. 
Mark the key parts of verses and footnotes. Mark 
creatively.  
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Elder David A 
Bednar taught: 

“Giving a man a fish feeds him for one meal. Teaching a 
man to fish feeds him for a lifetime. As parents and 
gospel instructors, you and I are not in the business of 
distributing fish; rather, our work is to help our children 
learn “to fish” and to become spiritually steadfast. This 
vital objective is best accomplished as we encourage 
our children to act in accordance with correct 
principles—as we help them to learn by doing… Such 
learning requires spiritual, mental, and physical 
exertion and not just passive reception.   

-Watching with All Perseverance, April 2010 General Conference.  



Principles: 
• Have an action 

• Use personal pronouns  

• Have a result 

 
 

 
 

 

Examples of Principles: 

• “If I ...   then…” 

• “We should…  so that…” 

• “When we …   then…” 

• “We need to… because…” 

• “I need to…   so that…” 

Doctrines: say what we should believe 



• Tagging:                             
[Helping the verse(s) stand out so you can find it later.] 

• Marking Insights:                                 

Marking only the keywords in the verses.   

• Footnote Tags:                 
Marking the Superscript letter and the significant footnote below. 

• Annotations:                      
Write down keywords, notes, feelings, and principles in the margins. 

The 4 Aspects of Quality 
Scripture Marking 





“You haven’t read 

them until you’ve 

red them.” 





Digging for Worms 

        “It was on a summer day early in the morning. I was standing near 
the window. The curtains obstructed me from two little creatures out 
in the garden. One was a large bird, and the other a little bird 
obviously just out of the nest. I saw the larger bird hop out onto the 
lawn, then thump his feet and cock his head. He drew a big fat worm 
out of the lawn and came hopping back. The little bird opened its bill 
wide, but the big bird swallowed the worm. 
        “Then I saw the big bird fly up into a tree. He pecked at the bark 
for a little while and came back with a big bug in his mouth. The little 
bird opened his beak wide, but the big bird swallowed the bug. There 
was squawking in protest. 
        “The big bird flew away, and I didn’t see it again, but I watched the 
little bird. After a while, the little bird hopped out onto the lawn, 
thumped its feet, cocked its head, and pulled a big worm out of the 
lawn. 
      “God bless the good people who teach our children and our youth.” 

-Elder Howard W. Hunter  

 



• Bite  
–Read.  Be able to summarize it.  

• Chew  
–Think about, ponder, look for insights. 

• Swallow  
–Think about how to apply it to your life. 


