
Doctrine & Covenants 

How Revelations Were Received 

“After we had joined in prayer in his [Joseph 

Smith’s] translating room, he dictated in our 

presence the following revelation: (Each 

sentence was uttered slowly and very 

distinctly, and with a pause between each, 

sufficiently long for it to be recorded, by an 

ordinary writer, in long hand) This was the 

manner in which all his written revelations 

were dictated and written. There was never 

any hesitation, reviewing, or reading back in 

order to keep the run of the subject; neither 

did any of these communications undergo 

revisions, interlinings, or corrections. As he 

dictated them so they stood, so far as I have 

witnessed; and I was present to witness the 

dictation of several communications of 

several pages each.” (Autobiography of 

Parley P. Pratt, pp. 65-66) 
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