Jacob 5

Zenos’ Allegory of the Olive Trees

	Symbol
	What It Might Represent

	The vineyard
	The world

	Master of the vineyard; Lord of the vineyard
	God

	Servants
	God’s prophets, servants & missionaries

	Tame olive tree
	The house of Israel, the Lord’s covenant people

	Wild olive tree
	Gentiles, or non-Israelites (later in the allegory the wild branches are apostate Israel)


	Branches
	Groups of people


	The roots of the tame olive tree
	The covenants the Lord makes with His children, a constant source of strength and life to the faithful

	The fruit
	The lives or works of men


	Digging, pruning, fertilizing

	The work the Lord does for His children to help them be obedient and fruitful


	Transplanting the branches
	Scattering groups of people throughout the world, or restoring them to where they came from

	Grafting
	The joining of one group of people to another; referring to scattered Israel, it also means to “come to the knowledge of the true Messiah” (see 1 Nephi 10:14)

	Burning
	Destruction of the wicked

	Decaying branches
	People dying spiritually from sin and apostasy

	Casting branches into the fire
	God’s judgments
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Jacob 5

Zenos’ Allegory of the Olive Trees

Zenos: An Old Testament prophet whose times and writings are not found in the Bible but were on the plates of brass.

Allegory:  A story that uses symbols to explain important truths. 

General Overview of the Allegory

	1st Period

5:1-3
	Founding of the House of Israel



	2nd Period 

5:4-14
	Scattering of House of Israel – 1st Visit 



	3rd Period

5:15-28
	The Day of the Former-day Saints– 2nd Visit
3 grounds: Poorest (21), Poorer (23), Good –Lamanites & Nephites (25).  All with good fruit.

	4th Period

5:29-49
	The Great Apostasy – 3rd Visit

All fruit wild and corrupt.

	5th Period

5:50-74
	The Gathering of Israel - 4th Visit  

The Latter- day missionary effort.

	6th Period

5:75-76
	The Millenium



	7th Period

5:77
	The End of the World


Book of Mormon History in the Allegory of the Olive trees

	Vs. 8, 13-14
	Lehi’s family removed to the Americas

	Vs. 25-27
	In the Promise Land, half are good (Nephites) and half is bad (Lamanites).

	Vs. 40, 45
	The Lamanites overcome and destroy the Nephites.

	Vs. 44 
	The Jaredites were destroyed to make room for the Nephites and Lamanites.  

	Vs. 63
	The gathering starts with the Lamanites.
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